SOUND

INTERNATIONAL

MAGAZINE
FOR MUSIC ." 2




Article received on June 10, 2003.
UDC 78.087.682

Ivana Perkovic¢

ALEKSANDAR DAMNJANOVIC:
ROZDESTVO FOR WOMEN'’S CHOIR!

The cycle RoZdestvo (Nativity) by Aleksandar Damnjanovié¢ was written
between 1997 and 2001.2 The first song dates from 1997, and under the title
Christmas Carol was awarded at an international competition of composers in the
Czech Republic in 1998. Most of the other songs were composed in the spring
of 1999, commissioned by the French Ministry of Culture. A children’s choir from
Rennes performed the piece as a whole for the first time in 2001, and in the same
year, at the BEMUS Belgrade Music Festival, the Belgrade audience was present-
ed the song Djeva dnes (The Virgin Today), in the interpretation of the choir
Collegium musicum under the direction of Darinka Mati¢-Marovié. The Belgrade
premiere of the complete cycle took place on February 19, 2003, as part of
Aleksandar Damnjanovi¢’s authorial evening.

A “soft light”* breaks through the songs from the cycle RoZdestvo by
Aleksandar Damnjanovi¢.. Serenely and mysteriously, the Christmas hymns,
whose texts are full of spiritual joyfulness like Byzantine iconographies, form a
special atmosphere of “warm light... that flickers, dissipates, is uneven, con-
stantly changes”.* And although RoZdestvo for a number of reasons — is not a

! The paper was the result of work on the project Srpska muzika i evropsko muzicko nasledje

(Serbian Music and European Music Heritage) (ev. no. 1427) financed by the Ministry of Science,
Technology and Development.

2 Aleksandar Namnjanavié was born in Belgrade in 1958. He reccived primary and sccondary
music education in the Vatroslav Lisinski and Josip Slavenski music schools in Belgrade. As a student
of composition in the class of Vasilije Mokranjac he was an active participant of the Music editorial
staff of the SKC (Student Cultural Centre). In 1979, he was accepted at the National Conservatory in
Paris from which he graduated in 1983. The artistic opus of this composer includes works for string
orchestra (Passacaglia (2001), Iskusenja Sv. Antonija /The Temptations of St. Anthony/ (1996-2001),
choir (RoZdestvu /1997-2001/), voice and orchestra (Folksongs /1998-2002/) and others.

> From the evening hymn Svjete tihi (Silent World).

*  Cited from: Viktor Bickov, Vizantijska estetika, Belgrade, Prosveta, 1991, p. 119.
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5 From an interview given by the composer in the beginning of February 2003.

®  The Virgin Today, Praise the Lord in Heaven, Moses Split the Stone, And You Hills and Forests,
Mary Wraps the Child Today, Praised Be the Lord in the Trinity.

7 Cited from: Katarina Tomasevié, Muzika i pozoridni Zivot Srba u XVIII veku, MA thesis, manuscript,

1990, pp. 127, 151.
8 Ibidem, pp. 125-179.

5i












